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THE GLARETS TRUST
APPOINTS YOUNGEST

,.

CHAIRPERSON IN HISTORY

The Clarets Trust are delighted to announce
the election of George Poole as the

new chairperson of the Trust, subject to
ratification at the upcoming AGM.

The appointment will see George fill the role
previously filled by the late Peter Pike, following
his sad passing at the end of last year.

George becomes the youngest chairperson
in Clarets Trust history, which dates back to
September 2004. At 21 years old, he brings
fresh enthusiasm and vigour to the Clarets
Trust, and we look forward to what the
future brings.

‘It is a true honour to become chairperson
of the Clarets Trust and | can’t wait to see

It is a true honour to become
chairperson of the Clarets
Trust and | can’t wait to see
how far we can take the Trust

how far we can take the Trust in the future.
We are Fans Representing Fans at Burnley
FC, and | am looking forward to ushering in
a new generation of Burnley fans with the
Clarets Trust.

Feel free to contact me anytime on
Twitter @GeorgePuddle, or via email on
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We were absolutely thrilled that
Burnley Football Club announced
the appointment of Vincent
Kompany as manager over the
summer.

The former Anderlecht manager
and Manchester City legend arrived
at Turf Moor to take on his first stint
of management in England. He takes
charge on a four-year deal.

Kompany'’s illustrious playing career
was defined by his spell playing for
nearby Premier League champions,
Manchester City. After the Citizens
paid £6m for his services in 2008,
Kompany would go on to make 360
appearances for the club and win four
Premier League titles. The Belgian
returned to his boyhood club, R.S.C.
Anderlecht, in 2019, having also won
two FA Cups, four League Cups and
two Community Shields in his time at
the Etihad Stadium.

After a season spent as player/
co-manager, Kompany retired from
professional football and became
sole manager of the Belgian club. He
joined the club in one of the worst
periods in its history and performed an

WE'RE IN GOOD
KOMPANMY!

admirable rebuild job that has left them
in great stead to kick on. He guided
Anderlecht back into Europe after
finishing 4th in the play-offs, before
improving once more this season to
finish 3rd in the league, alongside
guiding the club to a Belgian Cup

final and Europa Conference League
qualification.

VINGENT WILL TURN
OUT TO BE A FANTASTIC
APPOINTMENT

The historic Brussels club were in
a rut when Kompany joined, suffering
from financial mismanagement and a
fan base that had become increasingly
disillusioned. But the 36-year-old
rebuilt the squad on a small budget,
regularly entrusted the younger players
and reunited the club with its fans. His
passion on the touchline and from the
club’s behind-the-scenes documentary
series has endeared Kompany to the
fans and ensured he will be missed
now his time at the club is over.
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George Poole said: ‘I am
tremendously excited by the
appointment of Vincent Kompany:
not only is it a real sign of intent from
Alan Pace and co, but it is also an
honour to see a Premier League
legend taking up the challenge of
bringing the Club straight back up
from the Championship. We should
be very proud to have appointed the
first foreign manager/head coach in
Burnley’s history; he also becomes the
first black manager of our great club.

The period after a relegation is
usually one filled with worry, unease,
and trepidation, but | am excited to
get the season underway and to see
what changes our new head coach will
make. | am confident that Vincent will
turn out to be a fantastic appointment.

Vincent captained a club that has
done amazing work with the local
community. With family roots in
Manchester, | am sure that he will
be a fantastic representative of the
club in the local community, and |
look forward to a bright future for his
managerial career, the Clarets Trust
and BFC.” Welcome, Vincent!




With thanks to Peter Pike

Hello all - George Poole here — |
wanted to take this opportunity

to ‘pen’ my first letter to all of the
Clarets Trust members. As you will
all know, we lost Peter Pike over the
winter and not only was Peter the
chairman of the Clarets Trust, but he
was also a beloved member of the
local community for generations. It
has been an honour to step up as the
chairman of the Trust and to try and
carry his legacy forwards.

When | first joined the Trust a couple
of years ago, Peter was incredibly
welcoming to me and has been a
huge help during my time with the
Trust. It is a real shame that | couldn’t
work much more under Peter, but his
touch on Burnley and the surrounding
area will live on for decades. Peter’s
daughter Jane remains a valued Trust
board member and has been a big
help as I've tried to settle into the role.

Introducing myself
From now on, | want the Trust and our
members to talk to each other much
more and one of the ways we can do
S0 is regular letters from myself. Not
to go too Love Island on you all, but |
am George, I'm 21 years old and I'm
from Barrow! Being a Claret has been
a lifelong role with me, as it will have
been for many of you, with my Dad’s
first words to me being ‘up the Clarets
— | didn’t really have a choice! To this
day | still have my Bertie Bee teddy
that | was given on the day | was born.
| wonder how many others are the
same — quite a few | imagine.

| wanted to get involved with the
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From the Chair

Trust because | care deeply not only
about Burnley Football Club, but
also about the community and our
local area. Although it doesn’t always
work out this way, | really believe in
the idea of society coming before the
individual, and that the things that we
can achieve as a sum of our parts

is greater than what we can achieve
on our own. Supporters’ groups are
an essential component of every
football club and | am lucky enough
to now be guiding a well-respected
and established organisation in the
Clarets Trust.

SUPPORTERS’ GROUPS
ARE AN ESSENTIAL
COMPONENT OF EVERY
FOOTBALL CLUB

An update so far
My first goal was always to give
the Clarets Trust a refresh in the
wake of the pandemic, to offer us a
reinvigorated platform from which to
increase the awareness of the Trust.
This involved a new logo, a
refreshed website (you can also find
plenty of new articles on there) and
a promotional film to capture what
the club means to Burnley and what
the Trust aims to achieve. We set live
our relaunch on the day of the final
game of the season and I'd like to
think it has been successful so far,
with new members joining the Trust
and engagement between fans and
ourselves increasing tenfold.

i Secretary

i (position vacant)
Membership Officer
{ Martin Barnes

i Board Members
i Jane Pike
i Maggie Lishman
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The Trust has always enjoyed a
close working relationship with Burnley
FC and in light of our relaunch, the
Club invited us to a meeting to discuss
an even closer working relationship for
this coming season. As such, | was
delighted to go for lunch with Alan
Pace and Fan Experience Manager
Harriet Harbidge a few weeks ago.

It was an incredibly positive
meeting and we agreed a way forward
on structured dialogue between the
Trust and the football club over the
coming season. Throughout the next
year and beyond, the Trust is in the
position to lead the way on bringing
together the fans’ opinions on key
issues that affect matters on and off
the pitch. Whether it be ticket prices,
the match day experience, away ticket
allocation etc. the Clarets Trust will
be here to facilitate the conversation
between supporters and the
football club.

Coming up

We will shortly be announcing the date
of our AGM, where we will be holding
elections to the Board positions. Get
in touch if this sounds like something
that may be of interest to you; we
always welcome new help!

With the new season starting up,
we are looking forward to starting our
closer relationship with the football
club and keep your eyes peeled for
an exciting new division to the Clarets
Trust opening... We can’t reveal too
much just yet, but we are determined
to make the Clarets Trust a group that
represents all types of fans. Watch
this space.

i Trust Corporate

i Members:

JD Wetherspoon
Lancashire Telegraph
{ UHY Hacker Young

i Moorhouse'’s Brewery
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Redesigning the Clarets Trust Logo

In the wake of the Covid-19
pandemic, it was imperative that
the Clarets Trust came back with a
bang - with a fresh vision for a new
era. At the top of our agenda was
redesigning our logo.

In truth, our old logo had served us
well but was dated, and we felt we
could better represent the vision of the
Clarets Trust with a new design. The
strapline to the old logo was vague,
could apply to any club and makes no
statement on what the Clarets Trust
intends to do. Alongside this, the club
crest was very much bolted on and
did not fit in with the rest of the logo. It
was time for a change...

We turned to local graphic designer
William Tucker for help. William
spearheads Tucker Creative Studios
and his initial meeting with the Clarets
Trust board extended for an hour, as
we laid out the importance of the Trust
and our vision for the future. The new
logo needed to show that the Clarets
Trust is a group for the 2020s, not the
2000s. We only had one ground rule,
that we wanted our new strapline to
be included: ‘Fans Representing Fans
at Burnley FC’ — because that is who
we are at heart.

We couldn’t be happier with what
William produced! Using some of the
defining elements of the Burnley crest
— which itself derives from the town’s
coat of arms — the new Clarets Trust
logo is a bold statement of a new
era for our Industrial and Provident
Society. But let there be worry, Premier
League, Championship or the National

fans representing fans at burnley fc

A fresh approach: William Tucker’s
new design for the logo (above);
and the old design (below)
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League, the Clarets Trust will always
be here for you — Fans Representing
Fans at Burnley FC!

Finally, a word from our wonderful
designer, William Tucker:

‘The Clarets Trust really capture what
it means to be part of a community
not only in football but in the place
that it’s played. As such the logo that
represents such an integral part of this
community needs to do the same.

| took elements of the Burnley
crest as key imagery for the logo and
used the bee as the focal point as it
represents qualities that are integral
to what Clarets Trust is about: hard
work, community, and determination. |
hope this new logo helps take Clarets
Trust on the next step of their journey
and brings together more fans through
their shared love of football.’

Clarets Trust intends to move into disability representation

After positive talks with Alan Pace
a few weeks ago, the Clarets
Trust is moving forward with its
plans to represent the
community of disabled
Burnley fans.

This year we have seen the end
of the Burnley Disabled Supporters

Association and this has left a
gaping hole in the representation
of many Burnley fans — which we
do not want to accept.

In response, the Clarets Trust
intends to set up a disability wing
of our organisation, with a board
member elected to oversee what

currently has the working name

of the Clarets Trust Disabled

Supporters Association (CTDSA).
Further plans will be discussed

at our AGM in the coming weeks,

with more detailed announcements

to come thereafter. Watch

this space...
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In memoriam: Peter Pike

Peter Pike joined the Trust when

it first launched. But it was a

few years later when he was
approached to consider becoming
Chair and he remained Chair until
his death in December last year.

Trust membership secretary, Martin
Barnes, involved with the Trust
since its inception, recalls, ‘It was
an exciting moment in the history of
the Trust. Someone with decades
of local knowledge, experience and
contacts coming on board to help us
move things forward. Over the years,
he demonstrated a sound and broad
knowledge of many issues, and it
was a genuine pleasure to work with
him. Holding meetings without him
feels strange at present, and will no
doubt continue to do so for a good
while yet.’

He was a lifelong Burnley fan,
and during his years as first a local
councillor and then as Burnley’s MP
he was also involved in working with,
and helping, the Club on many issues.
He stepped in when the Club were
looking for funding from the Football
Foundation to help build new stands
replacing the Longside and Beehole
end and his help saw the funding
increased hugely. Just one of so many
things he was involved with behind the
scenes at the Club.

His relationship with the Club was
invaluable in his years as Chair of the
Clarets Trust, as was the wealth of
experience he was able to bring to
the table.

A GENTLEMAN IN THE
TRUEST SENSE OF THE
WORD, HE WAS THE
CLARETS TRUST

As Liam Hallinan, former Trust
Secretary puts it, ‘I did not know
Peter Pike the politician, so | had
no preconceived opinion. | soon
learned that Peter’s experience in

understanding the politics of people
was central to why the Trust was still
in existence. He had a perfect way to
explain complex matters very simply.
He also listened. Very balanced, a
gentleman in the truest sense of the
word, he was the Clarets Trust.’
Michael Benyon, Treasurer of the
Trust 2012-2018 says: ‘He let me
get on with the job, listened to what |
had to say, especially when | said we
didn’t have enough money... In return |
respected his judgement and the calm
authority he always had in meetings.
| also valued the esteem he had both
throughout Burnley FC and the town
in general, qualities which I'm sure
greatly benefitted Clarets Trust.’

PETER LED THE
CLARETS TRUST WITH
UNSWERVING DEVOTION
AND ENTHUSIASM

John Trippier, involved with the Trust
board for many years as secretary
said: ‘I had the privilege of knowing
Peter for over 30 years...Amongst his
many successes was the setting up
of a liaison arrangement between the
Trust and Club officials...Peter led the
Clarets Trust with unswerving devotion
and enthusiasm...l do not remember
him ever missing a Trust Board
meeting...Peter was always a most
genial and patient chairperson...It
was a pleasure and a privilege to have
known and worked with him.’

His support for the Club was well
known — both among Burnley fans
and across the constituency, and
much further afield. His daughter Jane
recalls many times when other MPs,
dignitaries, High Commissioners and
others would comment on his love of
Burnley FC and dedication to the town
and the area as a whole.

We are sure that all Trust members
will join us in sending his family their
best wishes. RIP, Peter.
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How the Clarets Trust will achieve our ambitions

The final game of last season marked the relaunch of the

Clarets Trust following the Covid-19 pandemic, marking

the dawn of a new era for the Trust with new aims, a fresh

vision, a new logo, a short film, and a new chairperson. The

Clarets Trust has four core objectives:

1. To empower fans by giving them a voice at the
highest possible level of the club

2. To inform fans of the national picture

3. To inform fans of the latest updates from the club

4. To commit to promoting and embedding the Trust’s
values within the fan community.

When and where do the Clarets Trust meet?

The Trust Board meets at least four times a season (often
every month or two) and also holds an Annual General
Meeting in person or over a video conference. At the AGM,
members can be elected, and shareholders are informed of
key decisions and activities.

In addition to the AGMSs, the Trust keeps in touch via
regular newsletters, monthly Zoom calls and a WhatsApp
group, ensuring that no news or good matchday gossip
goes unmissed!

Finally, we also regularly have a presence in the Fanzone
on matchdays at home.

How will the Clarets Trust carry out our goals?

By liaising with fans online and via email, working with
colleagues across multiple high-profile organisations,
exploring opportunities and utilising our press connections.

We work with:

+ First and foremost, always — you, the Clarets! We
welcome your ideas, your issues, your feedback
on anything and everything that we’re doing —
contact us on claretstrust@gmail.com to ask any
questions or to find out more about any of our
ongoing campaigns.

« The Football Supporters’ Association, and we
regularly meet with representatives from the
Premier League.

GLARETS TRUST

PHONE 07958 143757 (Martin)

e Burnley FC In the Community to align community-
based activities and ensure we understand and
can bring benefits to the people of Burnley beyond
Turf Moor

e Sustainable Clarets to support their role in the club’s
sustainability journey.

* The local press, including The Burnley Express.

¢ Local politicians, for example regarding the Fan Led
Review of Football Governance in 2021.

How will the Clarets Trust keep in touch with our
members?

A major failing of the Clarets Trust in the past has been

the lack of communication between the Board and our
members. The Clarets Trust members have simply been
unaware of our campaigns and any communication is often
a one-way street. Well that ends now. This is a new dawn
for the Clarets Trust.

As of now, we are pledging to undergo a review into how
we will best keep our members in the loop. But for the time
being, some of the ideas already discussed include:
¢ A regular newsletter
¢ A regular feature on the No Nay Never Podcast to

update everybody
e A private Facebook group only for Clarets Trust
Members
Monthly email roundups
A regular online Q&A with the Clarets Trust Board
¢ Regular articles on the refreshed Clarets Trust
website
e Letters from the chairman

If you have any great ideas or a certain preference from
the list above, please email us (claretstrust@gmail.com) or
contact us on social media! It would be great to gather your
input as we embark on the new era of the Clarets Trust.

It is of our highest priority to ensure that the
communication between the Clarets Trust Board and
our Members becomes second nature and a two-way
conversation.

TWITTER @ClaretsTrust

EMAIL claretstrust@gmail.com FACEBOOK ClaretsTrust

WEBSITE
www.claretstrust.co.uk

INSTAGRAM @ClaretsTrust
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